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Oyster Aquaculture Tiger Team Meeting 

Karl R. Roscher, Director 

DNR Aquaculture Division  



2011 Legislative and Regulatory Changes 

ÅHB1053/SB847-consolidated shellfish 
aquaculture permitting authority at DNR  

ïDepartment now responsible for issuing submerged 
land and water column (cages, floats) leases in 
Chesapeake and MD Coastal Bays 

ïAquaculture Coordinator employed by DNR 

ïAdminister the Coordinating Council and 
Aquaculture Review Board 

ÅTo facilitate shellfish aquaculture development 
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DNRõs New Role in Maryland Aquaculture 

ÅConsolidation and reorganization of 
leasing process effective July 1, 2011 

 

ÅEstablished Aquaculture Division  

ïLeasing & Permitting Program 

ïField Operations  

ï5 current staff  



DNRôs New Role in Maryland Aquaculture 

Å Administer all aspects of bottom and water 
column leasing program 

ïCoordinate interagency review ï State 
and Federal officials 

ï Issue new leases, transfers and renewals 

ï Invoicing and annual reporting  

Å Review and issue shellfish aquaculture 
permits 

ï Import, Nursery and Shellfish 
Aquaculture Harvester Permits 

Å Administer non-shellfish aquaculture permits 

ïFinfish, turtles, corals, etc.  
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Project Activities ï Leasing/Permitting 



DNRôs New Role in Maryland Aquaculture 

 

 

Å Conduct bottom surveys, depth profiles and 
lease site inspections for compliance 

Å Work with leaseholders to locate shell, seed 
and equipment 

Å Address questions, concerns and problems 
identified by growers 

Å Provide assistance in lease management 

Å Coordinate Marylanders Grow Oysters 
Program 
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Project Activities ï Field Operations 
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ÅNew steps for leasing in MD 

ÅJoint State/Federal Lease Application Process 

ïConsultation/ Pre-planning 

ïAquaculture Review Board 

ïApplication materials 

ÅLease Application Review Process 

ïDNR Review and ACOE Review 

ÅPublic Notice Process 

ÅLease Agreement / Permit Issuance 

DNR Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture 
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Application Pre-Planning & Consultation 

ÅReview the application materials and instructions 

ïwww.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries/oysters/industry/aquaculture  

ÅReview all applicable statutes and regulations 

ïFor laws, see: www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/  

ïFor regs, see: www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/   

ÅInform yourself about potential lease sites  

ÅContact us to discuss potential conflicts 

ïGet a map to fine tune your area of interest  

ÅMark the center of the area with a stake  

ÅEducate neighbors 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries/oysters/industry/aquaculture
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/
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Application Pre-Planning & Consultation 

Things to avoid when choosing your site:  
ÅPublic Shellfish Fishery Areas (PSFAs) 
ÅYates Bars within Sanctuaries 
ÅHarvest Reserve Areas 
ÅSubmerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) 
ÅRegistered pound net sites 
ÅRestricted/prohibited water classification 
ÅOther existing leases 
ÅFederal navigation channels and buoys 
ÅCommercial fishing conflicts 
ÅAND other resource conflicts not shown here 
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One-on-one 
meetings are 
available to 
review 
proposed lease  
locations in 
advance of 
submitting an 
application.  

Application Pre-Planning & Consultation 


